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Not receiving ball directly from goal kick, throw-in, or corner kick

INTERFERING 
WITH PLAY

Touch the ball

Play the ball

Credit to California North Referee Administration for the inspiration for this graphic which has been modified and added to

INTERFERING 
WITH AN 

OPPONENT

Opponent’s line of vision

Challenging for the ball

Clear attempt to play with impact on opponent

Action that impacts opponent

or

Body part (except arms) is nearer to opponent’s goal than:
• Halfway line (or buildout line if PDI),
• the ball, 
• and the second-to-last opponent

&

At the moment ball is played by a teammate (no change if deflects off an opponent)

&

GAINING AN 
ADVANTAGE

Ball played by teammate deflects off goal frame, official, or opponent

Deliberate goal save by opponent (not just goalkeeper)

or

Conditions for an Offside Offense

Opponent does not try to intercept the pass.  A defender’s deliberate attempt that 
affects the ball cancels the offside position regardless if the attempt is successful or not.  
NOTE: This criteria is not the same as a defender deliberately saving a shot on goal.
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